Sodium transport inhibitors in pregnancy-induced hypertension.
In blacks and whites of similar socioeconomic background, the incidence of pregnancy-induced hypertension (PIH) is probably the same. In underdeveloped countries, however. PIH is often a life-threatening complication of pregnancy. Recent theories as to the etiology of PIH include the suggestion that vascular tone may be increased as a result of inhibition of active sodium transport in vascular smooth muscle. This may be the result of an inhibitor of sodium transport present in the serum. The literature concerning the demonstration of endogenous sodium transport inhibitors and endogenous digoxinlike immunoreactivity (EDLI) in PIH is reviewed and discussed.